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Peter Hoy of James Hoy Archives writes: 
 
In March 2013 I began researching the local newspaper for Jarrow and Hebburn during The Great War - the 'Jarrow 
Express and Tyneside Advertiser'.  This used to be published weekly every Friday and cost one penny.<br />
I chose to begin looking from 1916 and from the edition published on Friday 5 May 1916 I found the Croft Terrace School Roll of Honour, Jarrow.  Whether this was an actual memorial or merely a list of names compiled by the school to name and commemorate men then in the armed forces who had previously attended the school I cannot say for certain, however the date is remarkably early - if it did exist as a memorial it would be easily the earliest I have yet discovered or know of from the South Shields/Jarrow/Hebburn/Boldon area.
Only two men were listed as having been killed in action in the original but by comparing the list of names with those on my database I have discovered that six men were killed in action during the course of the war ... which still had over two and a half years to run in May 1916.  One man had been killed less than a week before publication in the 'Jarrow Express': the first name on the list - Private William John Armstrong - but, clearly, word of his death had not yet got back to Jarrow.
Jarrow is chronically short of Great War memorials so this lost memorial represents a major new find locally, one that was totally unknown and unsuspected.  The school was amalgamated with nearby Springfield School in the late-1970s.  I used to live a mere street away throughout the whole of the 1960s and 1970s and knew dozens of people who attended this school as well as walking passed it many thousands of times.  After the two schools were amalgamated Croft Terrace School was pulled down in the early-1980s.
The punch-line is that I live on top of where Croft Terrace School used to be!  A new estate was built where the school used to be in 1988 and that is where I live - 101 Croft Terrace, Jarrow. 
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